
MATH1100.120:  Algebra 
Spring 2016 

Instructor: Benjamin Schwaighofer Office: GAB 410 

Office hours:  

MW 12:00-1:00 PM 

TR 10:00-11:00 AM 

Or by appointment 

Email: benjamin.schwaighofer@unt.edu  Policy: 
May not be used in lieu of attendance. Include course name, 
number and section and your full name in the subject header. 
Email without this information may not get opened. Email will be 
returned in a timely manner, but may occasionally take up to two 
(2) business days. 

Class meets: TR 12:30-1:50PM, LIFE A304

Recitations meet: Location for all is GAB 511. 

121: Aaron McEwen, Wed, 2:00-3:50 pm 

122: Ashley Stensguard, Tue, 8:00-9:50 am 

Final Exam date and time: 

Tuesday, May 10th from 4 pm – 6pm. 

Room location: TBA 

http://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule   

Course description: Designed to build technical proficiency in algebra for students who will need strong algebra 

skills in a higher level mathematics course. Study of polynomial, radical, rational, logarithmic and exponential functions 
with applications; building functions from data; systems of equations. Note that MATH 1100 at UNT does not satisfy the 
mathematics component of the core curriculum. Students who feel they acquired solid algebra skills in high school are 
strongly encouraged to take the mathematics placement exam to begin in a higher-level mathematics course. 
Prerequisite(s): Two years of high school algebra and one year of geometry, and consent of department; or a grade of C or 
better in MATH 1010, MATH 1581 or MATH 1681. A grade of C or better in MATH 1100 is required when MATH 1100 is 
a prerequisite for other mathematics courses.  

MyMathLab: You will access your math course platform from within Blackboard Learn: 
https://learn.unt.edu. The course content (assignments, help tools, textbook, etc.) is delivered in the 
online platform MyMathLab accessed through Blackboard Learn. Alternate access is: 
www.pearsonmylab.com. Register in MyMathLab (MML) the first class day of semester. Temporary 
FREE access is available, register immediately. You must purchase MML by the end of the temporary 
14 -day access period. If you do not purchase MML by the end of the temporary access, you may lose 
credit for all work previously completed in MML AND be administratively dropped with the 
possibility of no refund. No extensions will be given for any missed assignments for any reason. Not 
having access to MML is not an exception. The text for this course is College Algebra, 3rd Edition, by 
Ratti & McWaters. The e-book is included with access to MML, but you can purchase the physical 
text along with the e-book at the bookstore. If you choose to purchase a physical book for the 
purposes of reading, you may consider buying an older version and matching the sections as needed.  

Calculator Policy: TI 83, TI 83 Plus, TI 84, TI 84 Plus or equivalent, their use will be supported in class.  
Examples of calculators not allowed: TI-Nspires, TI 92’2 or any other utility with alphanumeric/CAS 
capabilities ARE NOT permitted, nor are any devices which are capable of connecting to other devices or the 
internet.  A calculator may not be shared during an exam. 

 



Attendance Policy: Class attendance is mandatory.  Students are responsible for all information given in 

class, regardless of his/her attendance.  Starting Saturday, February 27th, students may be administratively 
dropped from the course for nonattendance with a grade of WF. 4 or more absences in lecture constitute 
nonattendance. 

Evaluation:  

Homework 20% 

Recitation 10% 

Mid term Exams  15% each 

Final Exam 25%  
 

Grade Assignment: 

A: [90%,   ); B: [80%, 90%); C: [70%, 80%);  
D: [60%, 70%); F: [0%, 60%). 
 
A grade of C or better is required for this course to 
serve as prerequisite for any math course. 

Grade Determination: Student grade is determined solely by his/her performance on the evaluation 
criteria. Grades reflect your proficiency of the course content as you have demonstrated them on the 
evaluation criteria.   

Final Grade:  Students may access their course grades online via the EIS system:  my.unt.edu/grades 

Disability Accommodations: The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic 
accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with 
the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the 
ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private 
discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, 
however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to 
avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for 
every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For 
additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation website at http://www.unt.edu/oda. 
You may also contact them by phone at 940.565.4323. 

Important dates:  

Classes Begin. 01/19/16 
Census. 02/01/16 
Beginning this date a student who wishes to drop a course must first receive 
written consent of the instructor. 

02/02/16 

Last day for student to receive automatic grade of W for nonattendance.  
Last day for change in pass/no pass status.  
Last day to drop a course or withdraw from the semester with a grade of W 
for courses that the student is not passing. After this date, a grade of WF may 
be recorded. 

02/26/16 

Beginning this date instructors may drop students with a grade of WF for 
nonattendance. 

02/27/16 

Last day to drop with either W or WF.  



Last day for a student to drop a course with consent of the instructor. 04/05/16 
Beginning this date, a student who qualifies may request an Incomplete, with 
a grade of I. 

04/18/16 

Last day to Withdraw (drop all classes).  
Last day for an instructor to drop a student with a grade of WF for 
nonattendance. 

04/22/16 

Last Class Day. 05/05/16 
Reading Day (no classes). 05/06/16 
Final Exams. May 7 - 13 
 
Policies:  

Academic Dishonesty:  

Cheating on exams is a serious breach of academic standards and will result in a non-replaceable 0 on 
that exam at minimum. All work done on in-class exams must represent only the student’s own work, 
unless otherwise stated in the directions. See http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity for details 
on academic integrity at UNT.   

Classroom Etiquette:  

Appropriate behavior is expected of all students taking this course.  Arrive to class promptly and do not 
leave until the scheduled ending time of the class.  If you must arrive late or leave early, please do so as 
discreetly as possible and take a seat near the door. Please notify me ahead of time if you know or 
suspect you will need to leave early. Turn off all non-medical electronic devices such as pagers, cell 
phones, laptops, etc. Take off the headphones.  Do not read newspaper or work on unrelated 
assignments during class. You may eat or drink, as long as beverages have a lid and the food is not 
excessively messy or noisy to consume. 

Course Requirements:  As a general rule, average college students are expected to spend three (3) 
hours per week for each one (1) hour of class working on the course to be able to successfully learn the 
content.  If you are an “average” college-level learner, you should spend about nine (9) hours per week 
if you expect to successfully complete this course.  Adjust for more (or less) hours to accommodate 
your learning level. 

Drop Policy: If the student is unable to complete this course, it is his/her responsibility to formally 
withdraw from the course. The student may do so through the Registrar’s Office after obtaining the 
necessary signatures. Consents for withdrawal and all necessary signatures may be obtained in GAB 
443. The last day to drop a class with an automatic “W” is Friday, February 26th.  The last day to drop 
a class with “W” or “WF” is Tuesday, April 5th. “WF” is averaged into your GPA as an “F.”  If the 
student does not properly withdraw from the course but stops attending, s/he will receive a performance 
grade, usually an F.    

Exams: Three in-class exams are planned for this semester. Keep a record of all your scores. Be sure to 
review your exam upon receiving it. Check your written exam grade with the grade posted online to 
ensure that they are the same. Each exam is 15% of the course. Content and tentative dates are listed on 



the attached calendar. 

The final exam is comprehensive.  Note that the final exam is a department exam and your instructor 
may not see the exam before the exam date.  

Exam Etiquette: Place all papers, textbook, notes, etc. in a backpack or a book bag and close it 
securely. If you do not have a bookbag, make sure any notebooks are closed under your seat and no 
paper surface are showing, blank or otherwise. 

 Turn off all electronic devices (unless medically necessary), this includes cell phones, pagers, 
etc. 

 Handling of ANY such electronic devices during an exam will be construed as cheating 
(receiving unauthorized aid) and may result in a non-replaceable zero for that exam. If you 
realize you have left your phone on after an exam has started, you may call a proctor over to 
watch you turn it off. Please do this rather than hope it doesn’t ring. 

 Do not share any materials during an exam without first clearing it with a proctor.  This 
includes, but is not limited to pencils, erasers, calculators, etc. 

 Only approved calculators during an exam.  You may have both a scientific and a graphing 
calculator.  It is your responsibility to know how to work the calculator(s) you bring to a test. 

 Have only the exam, pencil, eraser and calculator out during an exam.  Work space is provided 
on the actual exam and you can get additional paper from the instructor.  You will not be 
permitted to have any of your own scratch paper during an exam. 

Final Exam: The final exam is on Tuesday, May 10th from 4pm to 6pm. The final exam is 
comprehensive and is 25% of the course grade.  Location will be provided as we approach the final 
exam. 

Homework: 

Most of your homework assignments will be administered through MyMathLab (MML); you may also 
have occasional “paper” and “in-class” assignments which evaluate as a homework grade.  MML is the 
required online course delivery platform; due dates and times will be explicitly stated in MML. You 
have five (5) attempts per problem-type for each online problem in MML. Using the “Help Me Solve 
It” feature uses one attempt.  Use the attempts carefully so that you can earn a 100% on each 
assignment. If you have a question that “Help Me Solve It” does not answer, or are unsure why your 
answer is being counted as incorrect, please use the “Ask My Instructor” feature.  

NO LATE HOMEWORK will be accepted for any reason whatsoever.  A grade of zero will be 
assigned to any homework assignment not completed online and submitted by the due date and time. If 
you are prone to circumstances that affect your ability to complete assignments as due, work ahead.  
Technical difficulty, including loss of internet access, is not an excuse for not completing assigned 
work. It is highly suggested you start your homework the day it is assigned.  



At the end of the semester (4/30/16 at 12:01am – 5/5/16 at 11:59 pm) you will have the opportunity to 
complete three (3) make-up homework assignments. If you do not complete a homework assignment 
by the due date during the semester or do not perform as well as you would’ve liked, you will have the 
opportunity to replace up to four of those grades by successfully completing Make-up homework 
assignments. The MML homework assignments are worth 20% of the course grade.  

Recitation (aka Lab): The recitation portion of this course counts for 10% of your grade. Your grade 
in recitation will consist of attendance as well as completion of in class requirements each day.  

Incomplete, the Grade of: Beginning Monday, April 18th, a student that qualifies may request a grade 
of “I”, incomplete.  An “I” is a non-punitive grade given only if ALL three of the following criteria are 
satisfied.  They are:   

1) The student is passing the course; 

2) The student has a justifiable (and verifiable) reason why the work cannot be completed as 
scheduled; and 

3) The student arranges with the instructor to complete the work within one academic year. 

Make-up Exam Policy: An exam may be taken prior to the scheduled date.  I request a week’s notice 
for this accommodation via email.  In the event of a schedule conflict with a university function, 
dental/physician’s appointment, wedding, formal, or whatever, the student must take the test early. If a 
student does not take a scheduled exam, a zero will be recorded for that exam and a notice may be sent 
through the registrar’s office.   

There are three in-class exams.  If your final exam score is higher than one of your in-class exam 
scores, then that in-class exam grade will be replaced with final exam grade.  If you miss an in-class 
exam, a zero will be recorded for that exam grade and your final exam score will replace that one zero.  
If you receive a zero for academic dishonesty on an exam, the final exam score will NOT replace that 
zero.  

Math Lab (GAB 440):   Go to Website: www.math.unt.edu/mathlab for information.  

Spring 2016 hours: Open January 25th-May 5th (Closed Sundays, holidays and spring break) 

Monday - Thursday  7 am - 8 pm, Friday 7 am - 4 pm, Sat. noon to 4 pm  

TUTORING: 

The UNT Learning Center offers an online tutoring system using the AskOnline platform.  Go to 
www.unt.edu/lc, and select the tutoring button located along the top of the page and then select Online 
tutoring. They also offer one-on-one volunteer tutoring and drop-in tutoring sessions. 

Progress Reports:  

Students needing progress reports completed/signed for athletics, scholarships and/or any other 
organization must visit my office to get them completed. 

 



Statement regarding use of email and attendance:   

 Email may not be used in lieu of attendance. YOU MUST ATTEND class to obtain course-
related information.   

 YOU are responsible for attending the required class meetings as stated in the course schedule 
guide.    

Student Behavior:  

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum 
at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the 
instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities to consider 
whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct.  The university's expectations for 
student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, 
discussion groups, field trips, etc. The Code of Student Conduct can be found at www.unt.edu/csrr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

(Tentative) schedule 

 Tuesday  Thursday 

Week 1  1/19/2016 1/21/2016

  Intro , P.1 The Real Numbers and Their 
Properties 

P.2 Integer Exponents and Scientific Notation 

Week 2  1/26/2016 1/28/2016

  P.3 Polynomials , P.4 Factoring 
Polynomials 

P.6 Rational Exponents and Radicals 

Week 3  2/2/2016 2/4/2016

  1.1 Linear Equations in One Variable  1.2 Quadratic Equations , 1.3 Complex 
Numbers: Quadratic Equations with Complex 
Solutions 

Week 4  2/9/2016 2/11/2016

  1.4 Solving Other Types of Equations , 
1.5 Inequalities 

1.6 Equations and Inequalities Involving 
Absolute Value 

Week 5  2/16/2016 2/18/2016

  2.1 The Coordinate Plane , Review  Exam 1 (Chap P and 1) 

Week 6  2/23/2016 2/25/2016

  2.2 Graphs of Equations , 2.3 Lines  2.4 Functions , 2.5 Properties of Functions 

Week 7  3/1/2016 3/3/2016

  2.6 A Library of Functions , 2.7 
Transformations of Functions 

2.8 Combining Functions; Composite 
Functions , 2.9 Inverse Functions 

Week 8  3/8/2016 3/10/2016

  3.1 Quadratic Functions , 3.2 Polynomial 
Functions 

3.3 Dividing Polynomials 

Week 9  3/22/2016 3/24/2016

  3.4 The Real Zeros of a Polynomial 
Function 

3.5 The Complex Zeros of a Polynomial 
Function , Review 

Week 10  3/29/2016 3/31/2016

  Exam 2 (Chap and 3.1‐3.5)  P.5 Rational Expressions , 1.5 Inequalities cont. 

Week 11  4/5/2016 4/7/2016

  3.6 Rational Functions , 3.7 Variation  4.1 Exponential Functions , 4.2 Logarithmic 
Functions 

Week 12  4/12/2016 4/14/2016

  4.3 Rules of Logarithms  4.4 Exponential and Logarithmic Equations 
and Inequalities 

Week 13  4/19/2016 4/21/2016

  Review  Exam 3 (Chap p.5, 1.5 cont, 3.6, 3.7 and Chap 
4) 

Week 14  4/26/2016 4/28/2016

  5.1 Systems of Linear Equations in Two 
Variables 

5.5 Systems of Inequalities 



Week 15  5/3/2016 5/5/2016

  5.5 Systems of Inequalities  Review 

Week 16  5/10/2016
 Final Exam   

 

This calendar is tentative and the dates for everything but exams may change without 
written notice. You are responsible for knowing what material is being covered on any 
given day. Exam schedule changes will be posted on Blackboard. 

Tips for success: 

Take notes: Make sure to take notes during lecture, not only of what is written, but of anything said that 
clarifies the material for you. Don’t assume you’ll remember details later without notes! 

Class notebook: Have a dedicated notebook for this class that you have with you each class meeting 
and every time that you work on this class. Neatly record every question asked, your work, the correct 
work and what you learned from the problem. Mark down which problems you want more help on.  
 
Use resources: The Math Lab, Learning Center, and your professor’s office hours are all resources you 
are paying for. Utilize them! 
 
Work/study until you understand: The “three hours of work per classroom hour” is a suggestion, not a 
rule. You should continue to study each subject and type of problem until you can solve it without 
assistance or reference material in an amount of time reasonable for a test question, generally 5 minutes 
AT MOST. 
 
Do not procrastinate, no bunching: You should always aim to start your homework the day it is 
assigned, while the material is fresh. Working on homework the day it is due should never be a plan, 
but a last resort. You should also aim to either work on homework or study the material at least every 
other day, if not daily. Similarly, start studying for exams early. Make a list of topics and problems you 
have issues with as they come up, and be working on understanding them through the semester. Cross 
them off as you master each topic. This way, when reviewing before an exam, you have a list of what 
you should focus on. 
 
Math is not a spectator sport:  You will not learn mathematics from watching the instructor or friends 
display ideas and solve problems.  You must try the problems, finish problems, ask questions, correct 
your mistakes, put concepts in your own words, and practice, practice, practice!! An increase in effort 
usually results in increases in success.   
 


